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The Water Cycle Study Guide
Test Date:  _______________________________

Practice the following information.

· Precipitation is water falling from the air and can be in the form of rain, snow, sleet or hail depending on the temperature.

· Evaporation of water changes water from a liquid to a gas.  The water is then called water vapor. Water will always evaporate on Earth, but will happen much quicker when the temperature rises.
· Condensation is what happens when water vapor (a gas) changes back into liquid water.  Clouds are formed when water condenses in the air.

· The water cycle is the movement water goes through that takes water from the Earth into the atmosphere and back again.

· Groundwater is water that is stored in the ground and we use it is the water people use every day.

· Fresh water is water that has very little salt in it.

· A glacier is a large sheet of ice.  

· The atmosphere is the air around the Earth.

· Cirrus clouds are the highest clouds and look like wisps of hair.

· Cumulous clouds are lower than cirrus clouds and are big and puffy.

· Stratus clouds are lower than cumulous clouds and are like blankets.
· Weather describes the temperature of the air, how fast the air is moving and how much moisture is in the air.

· An anemometer measures the speed of the wind.

· A thermometer measures the temperature.

